1) When reading this book I first looked at some reviews of the book and came across a website that discussed parents allowing their children to read the novel. At first, I was confused as to why this novel would be an issue for children but when reading it, I understood. The novels that we have been reading have all been pretty disturbing but personally, I find this one extremely disturbing. Currently I have only read the first few chapters but I want to know how this society plays out. The fact that these girls are growing up in a society where they are genetically modified to be more appealing and to be the perfect women. I feel like this is so harmful for girls as they grow up because girls are already insecure and those insecurities stay with them for most of their lives. In this society, in the School these girls are ranked every year and are constantly compared to each other whether it be in their own minds or by the chastities who are teaching them.
I think that the video Be a Lady that was shown in the beginning of this semester is extremely relevant to this novel. Women are always comparing themselves to other women whether it be because of societies unrealistic expectations or because of the people in their lives. Women have so much pressure to be the perfect woman and it takes a toll on our mental stability. I think that we can see this in the novel because already these girls are feeling insecure if they gain half a pound. When I read that no girl has weighed over 125 I thought that was ridiculous and all I could think was how damaging this society could these young women.

2) It took a couple of chapters for me to “get into” this book and now it is hard to put down! Only a few months until the ceremony! This story, about living Barbie Dolls, expresses thoughts that every girl has at one point in her life, if not many times! The Module 1 video, Be a Lady narrated by Cynthia Nixon, is so apropos to this book because no girl is ever good enough; they must shape and ‘redesign’ themselves daily to be attractive to men (and employers and friends) for selection. Say this, don’t say that. Do this, don’t do that. If you go out alone or wear too much make-up you are asking for trouble. Girls are brought up this way because men “cannot control themselves” and you will be harassed in some way.

Probably 99%, if not all women, have been compared and compare themselves to others. We are brought up with beautiful models in magazines, stunning actresses and entertainers scantily clad in see-through clothing, and television commercials with gorgeous skinny women on the beach laughing with friends. Too many young girls believe they must fit a mold in order to have success, friends, a great love life and happy family. Fat girls cannot possibly be happy or enjoy their lives, they’re fat! When I graduated high school, I was about 20-30 overweight. I thought I was obese and that was the reason I was not popular and did not have many dates. It took another 20-30 years to realize “I’m just not a popular person!” no matter how much I weigh and I’m ok with that!

This dystopian novel may take place in a plastic ‘Zone’ but the ideas and ideals are current modern-day thinking. Superstars including Oprah, Adele and even Lady Gaga who put on a few pounds at one point all faced being ‘discussed’ as women with problems that are constantly working on their image and when each of them lost ‘the weight,’ they were celebrated and became heroes for their amazing transformations. Of course, if the transformation does not last, they are again pitied for their weaknesses. I know this novel is all about “room for improvement” but so far I have heard no good suggestions!
3) Only Ever Yours has been quite the read so far. Like the previous novels, I have found this to be an interesting and thrilling read. I think what draws me in so much is all of the novels we have read so far seem so drastic and shocking yet they each touch on real life issues that are present in our world today. In this weeks novel we again see a world that has been made different due to some sort of global crisis. The populations has dwindled and the remaining people had to come up with a way to continue the population. I won't give away specifics but the method of population in Only Ever Yours is very unique. This novel clearly shows specific roles laid out for women very early on. They are expected to act, dress and "feel" a certain way and abide by strict standards (speaking in very general terms to not give away anything). 
The clip in the week one module was very powerful to me. As women we hear different messages throughout our lives about what we are "supposed" to look like and what we are "supposed to do". There are societal "standards" or messages that we hear from a very young age. Girls play with barbies, girls wear pink, girls are sensitive and emtional, etc. Anything that deviates from these societal norms are "strange" and "abnormal". I personally have struggled with fitting into these norms dictated by society. I thought that I should be married by a certain age,  have kids at a certain age, have a particular job, etc. What I have learned is that I don't need to do any of that. It doesn't make me less of a woman or a human if I'm not married or chose not to have children. I can focus more on my career and hobbies if I want to. It is really shocking to me how I question myself or say certain things to myself and then think who is "they". Who is the "they" that I am comparing myself to, who really makes the rules and standards? Anyway, I can see how this book relates immensely to the two novels before it and the "Be a Lady" clip in module one. I look forward to finishing this novel. 
4) Louise O'Neill's Only Ever Yours has been a little challenging for me to read. The first thought I had when reading this book that is was about robots being programmed to look like a Barbie doll. I soon then discovered it was girls/ women being modified to be as such. Have the perfect weight, the perfect appearance.  One thing that I do notice more in this novel in comparison to the other two novels, is that these women are in competition with each other, no bonding. The girls in this book are called by their number, they have a ranking system. Everywhere there is a mirror, they have to take medicine, take photos a certain way. Most of this I'm not familiar with, they have torture themselves for a husband? They cannot go to the fatty girl buffet, they seem to even approve of vomiting. After all that they have to reinforce that they are pretty. They are a good girl. They always do what they are told. Fat girls are ugly. Old women are ugly.  The girls have to critique each other, and most get a rise out of it. The be a lady video hit the nail on the head with this book. 
To me this novel is quite real, women throughout history have had to dress a certain way or have a certain fashion trend to be appealing. I do not agree with it, but its factual. Lets take corsets for example. Corsets were/ are hazardous to a women's health, labored breathing, reshaping the ribcage, compressing internal organs, and poor digestion. All those  were dangers women faced to have the perfect hour glass figure. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]4) When reading Only Ever Yours, I came to realize that this book is not the ordinary fiction we found on the previous books read for this class. In fact, I noticed that our protagonist really has no effect on what is happening in her world. She is not brave, bold or even doing something to change the circumstances; she is just another victim. This makes the read quite depressing and realist to a certain point. In the book the basic premise is that women are educated to become a Barbie-woman, a woman that only really serves as a sexual object. This is very much like what women live nowadays with social media and the pressures that young women face in terms of how they are expected to look to be accepted, or successful. Further,  I found the book very similar to the Handmaid's tale because it situates women as an instrument of men to do as they please. Women's role in the book is to either provide sex, or educate other women to be "perfect" and I thought this was very interesting because it sounds very much like the video of "Be a Lady", where there is a constant social pressure of being a certain way so that you can be valuable for society. "Dress like this, don't dress like this, eat this, don't get fat, be beautiful, don't be too smart etc etc." These are all words that pop-up in my mind because I feel as though women can't reach their potential so that men can always stay in the top. 
